

NMMA Policy Brief: Mid-Level Ethanol & E15  
Support S. 1666 to Protect Marine Engines & Boaters from Incompatible Fuel 
 (
LEGISTIVE OBJECTIVE
On September 14, 2009 Senators Susan Collins (R-Maine), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Mary Landrieu (D-La.) introduced strong legislation designed to protect consumers, the environment, public health and manufacturers from the introduction of intermediate, or mid-level, ethanol blends in gasoline fuel, such as E15. Senators James Webb (D-Va.), David Vitter (R-La.), Richard Burr (R-N.C.) have also cosponsored the bill.
S.1666, the "Mid-Level Ethanol Blends Act of 2009" would ensure new fuels introduced into the marketplace are compatible with the inventory of all on-road and non-road gasoline engines, including boat engines, currently in use. Since the Clean Air Act (CAA) prohibits the sale of mid-level ethanol blends, the ethanol industry is currently seeking a waiver from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to sell E15 as a general purpose fuel. However, EPA has state that it will decide this summer whether to allow a “partial waiver” for a subset of new automobiles—something which will cause enormous consumer confusion, misfueling, and damage marine and other products.
 
Taking a "science-first" approach, S. 1666 is designed to protect consumers with marine engines, outdoor power equipment, other non-road engines as well as automobiles. The bill requires that EPA's Science Advisory Board (SAB) study the compatibility of such fuels with current engines before a waiver can be granted. The study would also include a comprehensive analysis of available independent scientific evidence on the compatibility of mid-level ethanol fuels with the emission requirements of the CAA and the operability of engines, among other things.
BACKGROUND
Marine and other small gasoline-powered engines are not designed, calibrated, and certified to run on more than E10. So far, EPA and DOE have not done any testing on the impacts of mid-level ethanol on marine engines, and only cursory testing of other on-road and non-road engines.  
Prior to approving any intermediate ethanol blend (e.g. E15), EPA must comprehensively test recreational marine engines, fuel systems and components and demonstrate that E15 will not defeat marine engine air emissions devices, poses safety risks to boating consumers, bring engines out of warranty, or otherwise damage the more than 16 million recreational boats currently in operation in the United States. 
To date, no testing has been conducted for marine engines or equipment at all, nor is it likely that such testing will be completed before mid-Summer 2010, when EPA has said it will rule on the waiver.  EPA exceeded its original statutory deadline of Dec. 1, 2009 because it lacked the data to make a decision.  
EPA should not approve, and Congress should not allow, a “partial” or “conditional” waiver allowing E15 or other increased ethanol blends for only certain vehicles. This will cause enormous consumer confusion, misfueling and put consumers and their products at risk.
Congress should pass S. 1666, the Mid-Level Ethanol Blends Act of 2009, as part of the upcoming Energy Bill. 
The bill requires that EPA’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) study the compatibility of such fuels with current engines before a waiver permitting blends higher than E10 can be granted. 
The study would also include a comprehensive analysis of available independent scientific evidence on the compatibility of mid-level ethanol fuels with the emission requirements of the CAA and the operability of engines, among other things.
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Mid-Level Ethanol & E15 Talking Points 
Support S. 1666 to Protect Marine Engines & Boaters from Incompatible Fuel

· Congress should not authorize any increase in the allowable amount of ethanol in gasoline at the current time.

· Congress should pass S. 1666, the Mid-Level Ethanol Blends Act of 2009, as part of the upcoming Energy Bill. The bill requires that EPA’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) study the compatibility of such fuels with current engines before a waiver permitting blends higher than E10 can be granted, and included additional consumer safety protections. 

· There are serious and well-documented human safety, environmental, and technology concerns associated with ethanol blends over 10 percent in recreational boat fuel tanks and engines. 

· Any effort to incrementally increase ethanol blends in gasoline will have potentially catastrophic effects on boat engines that are designed, tested, calibrated and manufactured for E10. 

· For marine and other small gasoline-powered engines that are designed to run on not more than E10, higher concentrations of ethanol in fuel pose serious problems, including 

· Performance issues, such as drivability (i.e. starting, stalling, fuel vapor lock); 
· Increased water absorption and phase separation of gasoline and water while in tank; 
· Fuel tank corrosion, leading to oil/fuel leaks; 
· Increased emissions of smog-forming pollutants, such as Nox, because the ignition of E15 creates a higher temperature than straight gasoline or E10; 
· Damage to valves, push rods, rubber fuel lines and gaskets. 
  
· Prior to approving any intermediate ethanol blend (e.g. E15), EPA must thoroughly and comprehensively test recreational marine engines, fuel systems and components and demonstrate that E15 will not defeat marine engine air emissions devices or poses safety risks.

· To date, no testing has been conducted for marine engines or equipment at all, nor does it likely that such testing will be completed by mid-Summer when EPA is set to rule on the waiver petition.   

· Congress should pass S. 1666 and urge EPA to deny the petition from Growth Energy outright and not approve a so-called “partial waiver.” 
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