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August 28, 2006

Clerk of the Board

Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

RE:
California Exhaust Emission Standards and Test procedures for 2001 Model Year and Later Spark-Ignition Marine Engines 15-day notice for Public Comment 

Dear Sir / Madam:

The National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comment regarding the California Air Resources Board amendments to the staff recommended stern drive and inboard marine engine (SD/I) regulations. The NMMA also appreciates the cooperation we have had with the ARB staff and board members as our small business engine manufacturers struggle to achieve this challenging emissions requirement. The NMMA is the leading association representing the recreational U.S. boating industry. NMMA member companies produce more than 80 percent of the boats, engines, trailers, accessories and gear used by boaters and anglers in the United States.
The NMMA supports the amendments to the rule as presented by the ARB staff during the November 17, 2005 board hearing and documented in the amended text of the 15- day notice for public comment. 

However, NMMA is very concerned with the progress on the Saltwater Catalyst Test Program.  As was agreed to at the November 17, 2005 hearing, the Board and the SD/I engine manufacturers must be provided with the results of the 480 hour in-boat saltwater catalyst test program.  These were the instructions that the Board gave the ARB Staff.   Further, in a previous agreement, weekly progress reports on this test program were to be distributed to ARB, EPA, NMMA and the engine manufacturers.  

When the test program was restarted due to multiple failures of the exhaust systems and catalysts, the agreed upon communication stopped.  However, NMMA, and the engine manufacturers, have independently learned that Southwest Research Institute (SwRI) has continued to have operational problems in saltwater and have, in fact, failed one engine.  Further, two of the three test boats have virtually no hours on them and the third boat has less than half of the 480 hours necessary to complete the testing.  NMMA requests that the weekly reports resume. In addition, we request that staff present the final results of the safety and durability salt water catalyst test to the Board and the engine manufacturers, at a hearing soon after completion of this program to determine if any further revisions to this rule are required. 

NMMA member engine manufacturers are confident that an SD/I catalyst system can be designed to operate in fresh water. These engine manufacturers continue to have concerns regarding potential durability challenges that could inevitably lead to serious safety issues when testing their catalyst designs in saltwater. Currently, there is no data in the public domain that supports the viability of catalysts on marine engines in a saltwater environment.  NMMA has yet to receive any recent reports from SwRI on the saltwater catalyst project. Both the Board and NMMA need to learn about the technical challenges that SwRI have had, similar to the ones our engine manufacturer members have had, and if so, how has SwRI been able to overcome them. NMMA also believes that it is critical for the Board to hear the results so that they have confidence that they need to be sure that catalysts are a feasible technology when operated in boats in saltwater and in no way could create an unsafe situation for the citizens of California.    

Thank you, again for the opportunity to provide comment. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 202-737-9757.

Sincerely,
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John McKnight, Director

Environmental & Safety Compliance

Cc:
Phillip Cappel, USCG 


Ray Tsuneyoshi, Director, California Department of Boating & Waterways 

Robert Doyle, Attorney / Advisor, USEPA 

Glenn Passavant, USEPA


Mike Samulski, USEPA
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