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     January 2, 2006


	Ms. Ann Seha

Assistant Commissioner for Air Policy

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Mr. Perry Aasness

Deputy Commissioner

Office of the Commissioner

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

625 North Robert Street

Saint Paul, MN  55155-2538

Mr. Ralph Groschen

Agriculture Marketing Specialist

AG Marketing & Development

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

90 West Plato Boulevard

Saint Paul, MN 55107-2094
	Mr. Michael J. Bull

Assistant Commissioner

Renewable Energy & Advance Technologies

Minnesota Department of Commerce

85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Mr. David Thorton

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Mr. Carlton H. Jewitt

Consultant

Fuels Technology & technical Services

Jewitt and Associates

17572 Plumera Lane

Fort Myers, FL  33917


Dear Ann, Perry, Ralph, Michael, David and Carl,
On behalf of the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA), I want to thank you for meeting with Jeff Melby, Genmar, representatives from engine manufacturer associations and companies and myself on December 14, 2005 to begin discussions on the Minnesota law that would require gasoline sold in the state to have an ethanol content of 20%.        

As we discussed, NMMA supports state and federal efforts to reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign oil. NMMA will support the Minnesota waiver application providing that a comprehensive recreational marine engine test program has been conducted, and based on test results there is no evidence that E-20 fuel will cause drivability problems or contribute to the failure of a marine engine to comply with exhaust or evaporative emission standards over its useful life. NMMA also has concerns that have been raised in discussions with the U.S. Coast Guard and Boat U.S. that increasing the alcohol content in fuel could potentially cause fuel system failures due to material incompatibility. The Minnesota E-20 test program would need to address these concerns, especially related to the potential impact that this fuel change could have on older boats in Minnesota.

Due to federal safety requirements for marine fuel systems, the unique marine engine duty cycle and the harsh environmental conditions faced by our products, NMMA strongly recommends that the required E-20 testing for marine engines, which includes personal watercraft, outboard engines, stern drive and inboard engines, be managed and conducted separate from small engine testing. Engineers from the recreational marine engine companies have test plans for their products that are used to accurately gauge drivability, safety and durability for the useful life of the vessel. Our engineers are ready, willing and able to begin the process of assisting Minnesota in defining a suitable test plan that will answer the necessary questions required by the EPA waiver process.

Thank you again for listening to our concerns and your apparent commitment to properly investigate this issue. Please contact me at 202-737-9757, when you are ready to meet with us and begin the process. 
Sincerely,
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John McKnight, Director

Environmental & Safety Compliance          
Cc:

Phil Cappel, U.S. Coast Guard



Elaine Dickinson, Boat U.S.
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