ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH & SAFETY COMPLIANCE (September 2006)
California Issues 15-day Notice for SD/I Rulemaking Public Comment
As the 2007 phase in and  2008 100% implementation date for requiring spark ignited (gas) stern drive and inboard engines to meet catalyst based standards in California draws closer, CARB has published its final version of the rulemaking allowing the public 15 days to provide comment on the document. This 15 day notice is standard procedure in CARB rulemakings. The NMMA submitted written comments supporting the amendments and final version of the regulation, but raised concerns that the SwRI salt water catalyst tests need to be satisfactorily completed prior to the implementation of the rule. For a copy of the NMMA written comments link to:

http://www.nmma.org/government/environmental/?catid=569
USCG to Begin Evaluating Propeller Guards

As part of its rulemaking development for propeller avoidance measures, the USCG has commissioned an evaluation of propeller guards when applied under the various conditions experienced when operating a vessel. The American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) will manage the project and their staff will work with the USCG to define the test boats, identify propeller guards to be tested, create a propeller guard test protocol, and retain a consultant to perform the work.  

Although NMMA is not managing this project, data from this project may be used to regulate NMMA boat builders and engine manufacturers.  For this reason, among others, it is important to the Marine Industry that the proposed USCG testing produces scientifically reliable and commercially useful data.  As a result, NMMA is commissioning Design Research Engineering to develop a scope of work (SOW) to assist the ABYC and USCG in this project.  Upon completion, the SOW will be presented to the ABYC as suggestions from the Marine Industry regarding the minimum criteria for the evaluation of propeller guards.

The SOW will include the:

1. Identification of propeller guards that are commercially available for recreational boats;

2. Establishment of minimum criteria for the qualification of propeller guard products as “feasible”;

3. Establishment of a propeller guard test protocol to evaluate:

a. the relative safety of the guard versus an open propeller, 

b. the performance characteristics of a boat with the guard in place (speed, fuel consumption, handling), 

c. the durability of the propeller guard,

d. any other characteristics that affect the safety, performance or commercial viability of the propeller guard.

The USCG plans to run the protocol evaluation at Solomon Island, Maryland on September 27 and 28, 2006.  The propeller guard test is scheduled to run through 2007.
EPA Initiates SBREFA Process
The USEPA has begun its Small Business Regulatory and Enforcement Act (SBREFA) process in regards to its upcoming marine rulemaking. This rulemaking will include outboards and PWC, SI stern drive and inboards, and evaporative emissions from boat fuel systems.  SBREFA is a federal law that requires agencies to evaluate the impact that their rulemaking will have on small businesses and provide flexibilities, if necessary. NMMA has submitted written comments proposing several measures that would provide relief to small businesses and the industry as a whole. The SBREFA panel consists of several NMMA members from affected small businesses along with representatives from the USEPA and Small Business Administration. The panel will convene through September with a final report being issued in October. When the SBREFA report is finalized the EPA will have completed all of its mandatory external requirements and can begin the internal approval process prior to EPA Administrator’s signature and publication of the proposed rule in the Federal Register.     
. 

EPA to Propose Marine Rule That Could Adversely Effect Large Yacht Builders

NMMA Task Force Being Organized
The USEPA has been working for some time on a plan that would require emission reductions on diesel marine engines. In 2006, an EPA diesel engine rule was implemented that required diesel engines to meet stringent new emission standards that for the most part required electronic controls. EPA is now considering the next generation of emission regulations that would require all commercial marine diesel engines > 600 kW (800hp) to achieve catalyst based emission standards. Commercial marine diesel engines < 600 kW would be required to meet lower emission standards based on engine size. 
For recreational marine engines EPA recognizes that space constraints would place too large a burden on the smaller diesel powered vessels such as cruisers and small yachts, but for larger yachts they feel that there could be sufficient space to install a catalyst along with the rather large catalyst support systems that need to accompany it. 
NMMA has raised serious concerns with EPA regarding catalyst systems on recreational vessels in both written comments to an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and in conversations with staff. These concerns include space constraints, but most important the availability of low sulfur fuel which is critical to operating a catalyzed engine. The United States is on schedule to have low sulfur fuel available and required soon after 2010, but unlike highway trucks, buses and locomotives, large yachts are not sold to be operated exclusively in United States. The USEPA has expressed a desire to learn more about this concern and has asked NMMA to organize a task force of potentially effected yacht manufacturers to discuss this with them. EPA recognizes that they do not have a clear understanding of the companies that manufacturer these large yachts and how many there are and where they are sold and operated. NMMA is requesting that the yacht manufacturers who wish to participate in this task force contact John McKnight at 202-737-9757 or jmcknight@nmma.org.    
