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Admiral Thomas Collins
Commandant
United States Coast Guard
Headquarters
2100 2nd Street SW

Washington, D.C 20593-0001

Dear Admiral Collins:

At the May 2001 hearing of the Subcommittee on the Coast Guard and Maritime
Transportation on tecrcational boating matters, Admiral Cross assurcd the Committee that the
Coast Guard was moving forward on 2 regulatory work plan to prevent open propeller strikes on
yecreational boats that cause injury and death to the boating public.

] would appreciate any information you have regarding progress on that regulatory wotk
plan and a copy of the plan. :

Jt is my understanding that many of thesc accidents involve childten. Unfortunately, the
published annual statistics do not propetly cpresent cither the overall propellex incidents in the
general boating commuunity, nox those specifically suffered by our most at risk population, children
and youth.

[ understand that thete are newspaper repotts this summer of the deaths, amputations, and
severe lacerations in children ages 4 - 18. Would you please provide me with an update on the
propeller hazard for individuals aged 0-18 for the years 1998 - 2004?

In addition, I would like you to calculate the boating exposute of this age group, compared
with that of the adult population determine if the harm to our children is proportionately greater.

- T am sure you would agree that one of the key pusposes of our recreational boating safety
laws is to protect childsen. Ilook forward to working with you to help safeguard them from injury.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

fes L. Oberstar, M.C.
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