ABYC Project Technical Committee Report
Product Interface PTC Meeting
Baltimore, Maryland
November 5-6, 2008
Highlights from the ABYC Product Interface Project Technical Committee meeting:

1. Action items:
· Funding for Response Time Project – No funds are available this year for this project and it is not a CG targeted project.  It would be a low priority for CG funding.  Some funding might be available if it’s an unsolicited project under $20k.
· CED Data Analysis and Propeller Injury Update – BARD data confirmed to be excellent in propeller accidents.  Most propeller strikes were in the 16-26 foot boat length and in outboard powered boats.  Data will be normalized to boat populations.  
· Ergonomics Subcommittee – No progress.
· NASBLA Staged Collisions Part II Update – This was a collision test between two sets of 20+ foot boats, one at 20mph and one at 10mph.  This tests boat and operator responses in collisions.  The results will be used a training film for NASBLA personnel.  The group discussed alcohol factor and these tests do not account for that.
2. A-33, Emergency Engine Cutoff Devices.

· This standard is a guide for the design, construction, installation and performance of methods used to disable propulsion when the operator is unexpectedly displaced from the boat.  The scope of this standard also includes passenger lanyard use.
· CG is moving forward on accident data analysis for use of kill switches.  This will be a 2-3 year project.  May lead to a CG requirement based on length and power of boats.  Currently, 5 states require use of lanyards.  Wireless technology is currently not allowed in 4 of them. 

· For those wearing a wireless lanyard, a two step process is required for a passenger to shut the engine while a one step process would be required for an operator to shut the engine (i.e. operator overboard).   For a passenger lanyard, a subsequent manual action on the activated passenger device is required to disable the propulsion system. The CG endorsed lanyard use for passengers.
· The owners manual shall have instructions to the operator how to adjust the lanyard length based on boat operation and operator location. 
· The lanyards shall be labeled as to their function (if not obvious).

· Next Action:  Send the standard out for final review before ballot.  The technical committee will determine which PTC will maintain this standard.
3. T-5, Safety Signs and Labels
· It was proposed that we align with ANSI Z535.  It is an extensive and daunting manual.
· The PTC should look at the Design Research Engineering report on the T-5/ANSI Z535 comparison.

· The technical committee also directed this technical information report be converted to a standard.   
· A subcommittee was created to look at the T-5/ANSI Z535 questions.  Committee members are David Marlow, Tom Marhevko, John Adey, Phil Cappel and Bob MacNeill.
4. T-24, Owners Manuals
· A subcommittee was created to rewrite the report to closely align it with the ISO standard.  Subcommittee members are David Marlow, Tom Marhevko, Jim McCrory, Dave Ortiz (Ken Cook) and John Adey.
5.    Ladder Subcommittee Report
· S/C is looking at the optimum position of the reboarding ladder.  Problem is position of ladder in relation to propeller.  Currently, the standard says that the ladder should be as far a practicable from the propeller.

· Recommend that reboarding means become a stand-alone standard.
· Recommend new testing to determine the optimum depth of the ladder in the water.  Currently, it is to be one foot below the waterline.
· New standard may also address proximity switches (ladder interlock) for propellers.

· Physical changes need to be tested first.  Must look at handholds too.
· Next Action:  Proceed with testing and report back to the PTC.

6. New Business
· Seat Testing – A small group of PTC members is looking to develop a better seat test standard to update H-31, Seat structures.  A vertical test may be introduced to replace the pendulum test.   

· Shock and Vibration Testing - Testing has begun on the carbon canisters to identify shock and vibration response of these components.  Testing included in water and on a trailer.  Should we look at ISO 2631, Mechanical vibration and shock, in this PTC?  A caution was noted that vibration testing is an art and not a science.  The PTC members will receive a copy of the ISO standard for review.
· Propeller Guard project – Work is almost complete on the protocol for propeller guard testing.  This committee may take over prop guard protocol studies in the future. 
· PTC members will be receiving a copy of an article from Professional Boatbuilders Magazine on bridge layout ergonomics. 

7. Strategic planning – Three original subcommittees in this PTC were lanyards, occupant protection and ladders.  Later came projects in perception response and ergonomics and still later came projects in seat testing and response time.   Marlow offered that the CG report to BIRMC on accident data may be of interest to the PTC.  Also, NMMA also may offer patterns in boat inspection variances that may be product interface topics of note.  Action item:  CG and NMMA to provide information.  The CG noted that the highest accident occurrence is capsizings.  This has led to the CG looking to change the capacity weight tables and stability requirements. 
8. Next meeting is scheduled for April 2-3, 2009.  Location may be associated with the NBSAC meeting in Orlando.
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