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EPA Supports NMMA Comments in Final Rule for Area Source Emission Standards for Paint Stripping and Surface Coating 
On January 9, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized a rule to regulate Area Source Emission Standards for paint stripping and surface coating that was significantly revised based on comments submitted by the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) on behalf of the recreational marine industry. As originally proposed in September 2007, the rule would have regulated area sources which, in the case of the marine industry, include boatyards, marinas and small boat builders with emissions of hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) under 10 tons. HAPs consist of a list of 187 chemicals, including xylene and toluene, found in marine paints and styrene, used in reinforced plastics. The proposed rule targeted facilities that use methylene chloride in paint stripping operations or apply surface coatings that contain HAPs. For these facilities, the originally-drafted rule would require owners to implement a series of work practice standards and conduct all surface coating operations inside a spray booth. As a result of NMMA’s comments, EPA made significant changes to the final rule, which remedy concerns for the recreational marine industry. First, EPA has agreed to limit the rule’s application to what it defines as “HAPs of concern” to surface coatings that contain cadmium, chromium, lead, manganese and nickel compounds—none of which are used in marine applications. The final rule also exempts adhesives, caulks, sealants and maskants, and coatings from aerosol cans, which is consistent with the boat builder exemption in the major source plastic and metal parts MACT standards. Finally, in the definition of a coating, EPA exempts “in-mold coatings that are spray applied in the manufacture reinforced plastic composite parts,” which, in practice, means boatbuilding.  
NMMA recommends small boat builders, marinas and boatyards review the chemicals in their surface coatings to determine if they contain one of the five HAPs of concern. In addition, if you are an area source and are using methylene chloride in paint stripping operations, you may be out of compliance with this new regulation. Providing your facility does not use a HAP of concern, it is exempt from the rule. For additional information about the Area Source Emission Standards ruling, visit http://www.nmma.org/government/environmental/?catid=1297
Texas CEQ Proposes Odor Based Fence line Limits for Boat builders
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has proposed lowering the ESL (effects screening level) for styrene from 120 µg / m³ to 73 µg / m³, which is based on an odor threshold. NMMA has submitted written comments on behalf of our Texas boat builder members. The NMMA position is not to oppose the odor threshold, but rather oppose the footnote in the proposed chart that states; “Values may be used for the evaluation of air monitoring data.”  TCEQ is recommending an unachievable odor standard for fence line limits rather than a health based standard with a significant protection factor. Most states allow for 1200 µg / m³ styrene levels at a boat plants fence line which is well within the limit to protect human health. In addition to submitting comments, NMMA will also be using its Austin lobbyist to meet with the leadership of the TCEQ and negotiate a feasible solution for boat builders.
EPA to Begin Work on Control Technology Guidance for Boat builders
EPA has identified boat building as a high emitting VOC product category and has begun the process of developing Control Technology Guidance (CTGs)  for boat plants. CTGs are guidance documents that state air permitting engineers will reference when issuing new permits or renewing permits for boat plants in non-attainment areas. Initially the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 section 183 (e) required EPA to develop CTGs by 1993. EPA missed the deadline and CTGs got shelved at some point, while the EPA focused its resources on Title III the MACT standards.  

About a year ago, EPA was sued for failure to provide states with CTGs. EPA has scheduled the first boat industry meeting for February 5, 2008 in Research Triangle Park, NC. Information has been made available to the Environmental Committee and many of the NMMA members that worked on the MACT standards plan to attend.. 
CARB Begins Evaluation of Evaporative Emissions from a Recreational Boat 

In December, Fred Burriel, CARB took the EMD members through the SHED lab to observe evaporative emission testing being performed on a 1750 Crestliner Sport Angler. CARB plans to run a 140 day test to allow for full soak, but will SHED test the boat every two months to record any changes. The CARB standard is a seven day diurnal with daily temperature fluctuation between 65 and 105 Fahrenheit. 

     
For evaporative control the Crestliner has a 33 gallon Moeller fuel tank treated with a barrier layer provided by Arkema. The fuel lines are from Arrow Hose marked B1-15. After NMMA discussed the use of B1 hose on SD/I, CARB plans to request A1-15 hose. For control of the vent emissions, the Crestliner has a 1 ½ liter canister made by Delphi. The boat is equipped with a 90 hp fuel injected Honda engine.


Preliminary data reports an uncontrolled baseline emission of 203 grams for 7 days or an average of 28.1 grams per day. With control the emissions dropped to 17 grams for 7 days or an average of 2.6 grams per day. The hot soak emissions were .6 grams. As mentioned above, CARB will continue to test the vessel every two months for the remainder of the 140 days, with the final results being recorded after the full soak period of 140 days.


Fred Burriel said that once the test is complete they plan to host a work shop in Sacramento.
California Passes Emissions-Based Registration Law for Recreational Boats California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) approved a new law on October 13 that, when implemented on July 1, 2008, will require the purchaser or retail seller of a new boat equipped with up to a 500 horsepower (hp), gasoline powered stern drive or inboard engine to meet the state’s engine emissions requirements. Under the legislation, A.B. 695, purchasers or sellers of recreational boats that meet these requirements must provide the California Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) documentation that the engine meets the appropriate emission requirements.  Engines greater than 500 hp will be required to comply starting January 1, 2009. The new law is designed to prevent Californians from purchasing a recreational boat outside the state with a non-compliant engine to circumvent the new emissions requirement and is similar to its vehicle registration requirements. For example, if you purchased and registered a boat with a 600 hp (greater than 500 hp) engine in August 2008, you would have no additional registration requirement. The requirement for engines greater than 500 hp does not kick in until January 1, 2009. If you purchased a new vessel with a 260 hp engine (less than 500 hp), you would have to comply with the new registration requirements anytime after July 1, 2008. The law has specific requirements for submitting initial applications to the California DMV. The DMV form will be revised to include instructions for the boat dealer and purchaser to check off certain boxes to self-certify that the engine is in compliance with California emission requirements. The retail seller and/or purchaser will be required to submit the engine emission hang tag with the application. These hang tags are required by California law to be on new engines at the time of sale.The law excludes vessels originally purchased in another state by a resident of that state who moves to California and can provide satisfactory evidence of previously having an out of state residence. The penalties for non-compliance under the new law are the same as the penalties for operating an unregistered vessel, which are set at a $250 fine. For more information on the new requirement visit  http://www.nmma.org/government/environmental/?catid=1190
                                                                          

