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Comment Period Closes for EPA Marine Engine Exhaust and Evaporative Emission Proposed Rule.

On Friday, August 3, the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA), along with more than 50 of its boat and engine manufacturer members, submitted comments to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding a proposed rule that will likely result in the largest regulatory action for the recreational marine industry in history.

The proposed EPA rule, officially titled “Control of Emissions from Non-road Spark Ignition Engines and Equipment,” impacts boat builders, gasoline engine manufacturers (both outboard and inboard/stern drive), personal watercraft (PWC) and jet boat manufacturers, and manufacturers of marine generators. NMMA and a number of concerned industry representatives—including boat builders, engine manufacturers, marine trade groups and Members of Congress—filed formal comments with EPA by the August 3 deadline, which will be heavily considered as EPA weighs arguments on all sides of the proposed rulemaking.

The rule, once finalized, will require new exhaust emission standards for all classes of gasoline-powered marine engines and, for the first time in history, impose evaporative emission standards on recreational boats.

To read comments submitted by NMMA and its member companies regarding the proposed rule, visit http://www.regulations.gov/fdmspublic/component/main and search for Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0008. For additional information, contact John McKnight at (202) 737-9757; jmcknight@nmma.org.

NMMA Testifies before EPA and Submits Written Comments on Proposed Diesel Engine Emission Rulemaking 

On May 10, 2007, NMMA testified at an EPA public hearing in Chicago regarding an EPA proposed rule titled Control of Emissions of Air Pollution from Marine Compression Ignition Engines Less than 30 Liters per Cylinder. NMMA also filed formal written comments following the hearing on July 2, 2007. In the its testimony and subsequent written comments, NMMA supported Tier III emission standards, but opposed Tier IV emission standards, which would require the use of low sulfur fuel (ULSD) and the installation of catalyst systems with urea charging tanks. 

NMMA’s argument against requiring catalyst emission standards was based on the fact that diesel catalyst will not survive unless ULSD is used. The proposed rule also limited its scope to those recreational vessels that have engines greater than >2000 kW and are U.S. flagged vessels. NMMA argued before EPA that there are currently only 90 U.S. flagged recreational vessels due to already significant financial incentives for vessel operators to avoid flagging within the U.S. Any additional rule or requirement that further limited the use of yachts would merely exacerbate the existing perverse incentive to flag abroad, rather than forcing U.S. vessel operators to adopt EPA’s new rule.. 

NMMA further argued that fuel docks in countries outside the U.S. and EU had no regulation or incentive to offer ULSD or urea for the few U.S. flagged vessels that could possibly refuel at their facilities. NMMA strongly urged EPA to regulate what it can enforce. By requiring Tier III standards for all recreational diesel powered vessels sold or imported into the U.S., EPA will set the standard for the world. U.S. engine manufacturers and yacht builders will be able to market their products as meeting very stringent clean diesel standards without limiting accessibility and resale.

To read the NMMA testimony and written comments go to  http://www.nmma.org/government/environmental/?catid=409
NMMA and ACMA Finish Boat and Composite Plant Fire Hazard Analysis

Meeting scheduled with OSHA in August
Following an April 2007 meeting with the Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA), NMMA and the American Composite Manufacturers Association (ACMA) commissioned a BMD-directed and NMMA Board-approved joint study to identify the plausible manufacturing fire hazards and risks associated with open molding and comparing the applicable requirements in the OSHA 29 CFR 1910.107 regulation and the NFPA 33 Chapter 17 standard.        

The purpose of this project is to convince OSHA to revise its regulations by adopting NFPA 33 Chapter 17 as the standard for fire protection for boat plant and composite open molding operations.

As of this date, NMMA  and ACMA have contracted with Hughes Associates, a Fire Protection Engineering Firm and the Preliminary Fire Hazard  Analysis has been completed. A meeting was held with OSHA on August 29, 2007 where the analysis was presented and further action was discussed.  A full report from NMMA to its members on the outcomes of this meeting is forthcoming.
NMMA Continues to Monitor EPA’s Proposal to Regulate Surface Coatings for Recreational Boats over 20 meters
In January 2007, NMMA submitted written comments to and met with EPA to discuss the industry’s concerns with EPA’s proposal to eliminate the definition of “pleasure craft” from the Shipbuilding MACT and amend the definition of “ship” to include all marine and fresh water vessels that are 20 meters or more in length.
NMMA is not opposed to regulating surface coatings from large yachts provided that the following criteria are met.

· Amend the Boat Manufacturing MACT to include a surface coating standard for boats over 20 meters.  As noted above and fully explained in our January 29 comments, boats over 20 meters must be regulated under the Boat Manufacturing MACT because the Shipbuilding MACT only applies to commercial and military vessels.  Boats over 20 meters are for recreational purposes and require specific finishes.  EPA will need to amend the Boat Manufacturing MACT to include a surface coating standard to address the emissions from these operations.    

· The emissions limits should be structured similarly to those in the Shipbuilding MACT, with exceptions, but the compliance determinations should be consistent with the Boat Manufacturing MACT.  It is NMMA’s understanding that surface coating suppliers can meet emission limits similar to those in the Shipbuilding MACT, with several new limits for certain specialty coatings, provided there is sufficient time to comply.  NMMA recommends, therefore, that EPA include emissions limits in the Boat Manufacturing MACT for surface coatings of boats over 20 meters that are similar to those found in the Shipbuilding MACT but also include several new limits for certain specialty coatings unique to this subcategory of boats.  Specifically, the list of limits could include the general use category and several of the various specialty coating categories, as applicable,
 as well as the addition of several new limits for certain specialty coatings to reflect the specific finishes needed for these types of boats, e.g., topcoat-one component, topcoat-two component, primer/surfacer, extreme high gloss coating, etc.

In our latest discussions with EPA, the Agency has told NMMA that it is trying to find an acceptable way to address our concerns so it can move forward on this rulemaking. At the same time, NMMA does not expect anything soon and EPA is aware that further discussion with industry will be necessary prior to finalizing a rule.
SAE On-board Diagnostics Standard for SD/I Catalyst Engines

J1939 Marine Standard has moved to ballot process  

The NMMA OBD-M Task Force has spent the last three years working with the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) to develop an industry standard for harmonization and compliance with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and EPA emissions diagnostics requirements. The SAE J1939 standard will allow marine technicians to diagnose emission problems using a harmonized diagnostic connector and fault codes. The CARB and EPA SD/I emission rules require that catalyzed SD/I engines be equipped with an audible warning device on the helm to alert the operator of an emissions-related problem. While some faults may be self-correcting, any serious fault can be quickly diagnosed with a scan tool and subsequently repaired by a marine technician.     

� Simply including all of the specialty coatings listed in the Shipbuilding MACT is not appropriate because several of these coatings are used exclusively for commercial or military purposes, e.g., military exterior coatings, undersea weapons systems, nuclear, etc.





